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Bringing in the Harvest 

Fall has arrived and 
we are heading into 
winte r. I~ven in this 
mode rn world we have 
been busy with the 
harvest." from our 
ga rde ns at least. 
Through old diaries 
a nd newspapers we 
can see what harves t 
time in East Meredith 
was like in the past. 

The harves t realJy 
began in the heat of 
s ummer with the 
cutting of oats. On August 13, 
1879 Elizabeth H anford (DJ 
Ha nford 's aunt) wrote, "Levi & 
Cha rli e went to Merits to see 
a reaper work. The first one 
used in our tow n," Despite 
thi s ea rly machine, t he Han
forel s cut oats by hand (using a 
gra in cradle) until 1898. 

Be rries were a lso ha rvested 
in August. The hill s surround
ing East Meredith we re filled 
with wild berries. Mostly 
wome n and children went out. 
"be rrying," but even the men 
got in on t.he job, sometimes 
taki ng the children with the m. 
And since August was be rrying 
t.ime it was also canning time. 
Elizabet.h writ.es about ca nning 
ben'ies a nd jelly (which s he 

by Caroline de Marrais 

late 1890s. 

consta ntly \\Tote as "jell"). 
Then came Septembe r, and 

canning conti nued, as they 
put up the bounty of the ir 
ga l·dens. Bes ides be rri es, 
Eljzabeth mentions canning 
peaches, pears, a pple jelly, 
plums, pickles, tomato pick
les, grapes, chow chow (a 
pickled mixture of green 
tomatoes, cucumbe rs, pe p
pers, cauliflower, and some
times string bea ns), a nd 
piccalilli (a pickled mixture of 
green tomatoes, green pep
pel'S, onions, and sometimes 
cabbage, which El izabeth 
spe lled as "Pickle Lilly"). 
Besides he r own ca nning, 
Elizabet.h sometimes went to 
other people's houses to can 

Corn Shocks 

when they couldn't do 
the work 

In Sept.ember, COl'll 

was the big ha rvest.
ing job. Corn was cut 
by ha nd (at least unt.il 
1896, see the Millwork 
article from 2007, 
volume 20, no. 3 on 
the first corn ha r
vester in East 
Meredi th) . Bundles 
wel'c sct up in shocks 
to dry . Some whole 
corn st.a lks were a lso 

chopped for animal feed. 
There was always a race 
between the farmer and na
ture, especia lly when ha rvest
ing fodde r co rn. If there was 
a frost, t. he corn was "uined 
for chopping. Corn was a lso 
no good if the weather was 
dry. E lizabeth wrote on 
August 25, 1882, "Every thing 
dryi ng up. Corn almost a 
failure, no ca rs setting." 

Once COlon was in , it was 
time to dig potatoes. This 
was probably done with 
horse-draw n machi nery. A 
potato di gge r had a point that 
went into the ground, digging 
up potatoes a nd letting the m 
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What's News? 
Hanford (Vlill s iVluseum's historic site is a proud reminder of 

the mills and industri a l complexes that se rved every town, 
vi llage and hamlet a century ago_ The Museum's unique ability 
to balance his tol·ic preservation, while demonstrating txadi
tional processes using machinery powered by water and stea m, 
has been recogni zed and a~plauded. Although we are pleased 
to earn this praise, and although our audience participation 
has reached the highest monthly average in over 8 decade, 
there is always more to do. 

In 2009 we will begin to implement the Museum's new 
multi-year Strategic Plan which emphasizes expanding com
muni ty collabomtions and enhancing community accessibility 
~ :: d outreach. We aim to ce lebrate local knowledge and cul
ture while being more entrepreneurial , efficient and sustain
able in our operations a nd programming. 

The Muse um's 2009 preservation and restoration projects 
include the installat ion of a res to red horizontal steam engine 
in the Mill's steam power plant (see below) and the completion 
of the Feed Mill's extensive rehabil itation. Our dynamic 
progt·ams a nd activities will continue to emphasize the histori c 
integl·ity and t.hough tful stewardship of our uniq ue and au
thentic mill complex. We are also inte res ted in exploring what 
the history of renewable e nergy can teach us today. 

You can s upport the "powel' of histol'y" with a donation to 
Hanford Mills Museum. With your help, our efforts to pre
se rve and demonstrate the s pecial aspects of history uniquely 
prese nted at Hanford Mills will continue. Please donate online 
by visiting www.han[ordmills.org or lise I,he annuol appeal 
(orlll you will receive in the moil soon. 

Liz Callahan, Executive Director 

J ohn Ham ilton pu.rchased this steam engute from Jam es PralL of 
Oll:ego, 1\")'" (pictu red here). John donated the engin.e (0 tire Museu Ill. /I 
is presently being restored and will be installed next spring. If YOII are 
in/crested /:/1 the 2009 steam workshop that will work with the nell' 
el1{!il1e, please COli lact. I he ltlIlSCUIII. Photograph b.y lXIIi'll !loudi b(lIIgh. 
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2008 Donations 
Hanfol·d Mills i\luseum 

would like to thank the 
people list.ed below for donat
ing artifacts to the lVluseum 
this year. Donations ra nged 
from logging and ice harvest
ing tools, to domestic items 
for the John HanfOl'd Farm
house, to a stea m engine 
donated by J ohn Hamilton, a 
treadle sewing machine, and a 
quilt made by Cindy H.insey. 
Thank you everyone! 

Phi l Ashe 
Mar k Cel'osa letti 
Scott Gravelin 
John Hamilton 
Neil Houriharl 
Wayne Hymers, Jr . 
Ron Jennings 
George King, III 
Cindy IGnsey & Jay Hager 
George Machala 
Judith Mantle 
Greg Onasch 
Larry Palmatier 
Dan 'l'almedge (@! 
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Up-Coming Special Events 

Members' Holiday Party Fighting Cab4n Fever? ¢ * :1: ¢: * ~~ 4" Come to Hanford Mdls Museum's I- ~ I- • I-

- Saturday, December 6, 2008, 1 to 4 pm 
See invitation included in center. 

Winter Ice Harvest 
- Saturday, February 7, 2009, 10 a m to 4 pm 
Let's hope and pray there will be ice this yea r. Come 
out to join in the harvest. Sec ad -+ -+ -+ -+ -+ 

Volunteer Clean-Up Day 
- Satu rday, May 2, 2009, 10 am to 3 pm 

". 
;\I-

*' *' ;\I-

*' 

Ice Harvest 
Saturday ;\I-

February 7, 2009 *' lOam 104 pm ". 
;\l-

*' * ;\l-

*' • CuI • block of ice " . from ,he pon~ 
uSing en ice sa .. ;\l-

*' 

Come out and he lp get the Museum site ready for 
another fun-filled yea r . We have inside and outside 
clean-up jobs to suit what you want to do, and we'll 
feed you lunch, too! «~ • H.", Ioed the .. ~ I.!i .~. *' ;\I- Ic. Houu . l _ ;\l-Opening Day - Friday, May 15, 2008 

*' 
Continued [rolll page I 
fall onto a n open conveyor 
belt. Dirt fe ll through while 
the potatoes were deposited 
on the ground behi nd or in a 
wagon. Potatoes were sto red 
in the cellar in bins. In 1880 
Elizabeth noted that they 
harvested over 100 bushels of 
potatoes. 

Even through there was a 
lot to do in Septcmbcr, it 
wasn 't a ll WQl'k and no play. 
At the beginning of the 
month , teenage l's and young 
adults often went to the 
Maryland, New YOl'k a rea to 
help pick hops. This, of 
course, was wOl'k , but it was 

Oneonta 
Fair. c. J 900. 
The/air-
grounds were 
on the cast 
side of t.he 
cily. CllrL'cd 
roads in the 
neighborhood 
today (OUOII ' 
the old (air 
racc troe/t. 

also a chance 
for (chapcr
oned) young 
people to 
have a li ttle 
fun away 
from home 
with lots of joking around and 
eveni ng parties. By mid
September the local fairs 
were in full swing. Elizabeth 
ta lks about visiting the 
Hobart, Oneonta, Schenevus, 
Davenport, and Delhi fa irs. 
D.J. Hanford went to the 
state fail' which was in Ithaca 
in 188 1. 

As October rolled a l'olllld 
there was a race to get in thc 

'" Great hOI ~ Iromlocal reslaurant. 'lE' 

Polato 
Digger 

applc harvest before the frost, 
Elizabeth wrotc on October 8, 
1881, "Our folks gathcr ing 
Aples in forcnoon .. . the hard 
[reze we had \Vednesday, 
spoiles some ApJes - I fcar all 
are inju red." They grew a n 
old va riety called a "straw
berry" apple. In 1880, s he 
mentions that they gathered 
ovcr 200 bushels. Apples 
werc al so stored in bins in the 
cellar. Other late fall har
vests includcd drawing pump
kins in fl'om the fie lds, and 
pulling a nd gathering bcets. 

By the end of Octohe!' , the 
work began to relax a little 
and people could finish their 
harvcting with a little fun. 
Thc Novcmber 6, 1896 iss lic of 
the Dc/oll 'ore COllllly DOII)'-
111011 newspapcr l'epol'lccl, 

COli tl II lI('d 011 pog(' ·1 



Paj:te 4 
Continl/.ed from page 3 
"H usk ing bees a re the order 
of the day (or night) here now. 
163 bus hels were husked in 
one night last week at Wm. 
Brownell's and about the 
same at M.S. Roberts' ." The 
cob-corn was s tored in bins, 
while husks were used in 
matt l'esses. This \vas the 
time of year to clean your 
mattress cover and restuff it 
with fresh husks. 

Finally, November was the 
time of yea r to butche r hogs 
when the weather was cold, 
aUowing time to prOcess the 
meat without having to worry 
about spoi lage. Elizabeth 
Ha nford wrote about "trying 
lard" (me lting down the fat 
from the hog to use in cook
ing), cutting meat and making 
sausages, and making head
cheese (a loaf made from the 
various meats found inside 
and on a hog's head). Bacon 
and ham s would have been 
s moked. 

November was also the 
time to thresh the grains 
harvested in Aug ust. Bundles 
of dry grain were drawn to 
the barn where it was rUIl 
through a th reshing machine 
which beat the grain from the 
straw. Threshers were us u
a lly expensive machines, so a 
number of farmers got to
gethe r to buy and share one, 
or one fa r mer t rave led around 
the area with hi s machine 
threshing everyone's grain for 
a fee. By Chr istmas, 
evel'yone's harvest work was 
usually finished. 

Through the fall , Ebzabeth 
not only writes about the 
harvest, but s he also tal.ks 
about the rest of everyday 
life, such as t he illnesses 
people s uffered , and the 
deaths and births that took 

Hanford A'\ills Museum 
The strawbeny 
apple is also known 
as Ihe Chenango 
strawbeny apple & 
snpposedly tastes 
faintlyof 
strawberries. 

place no matte r the time of 
yea r. She writes about mak
ing and storing winter butter 
(since cows at that time did 
not often produce milk in the 
win ter season when they did 
not have access to good feed). 
She also talks about cutting 
and drawing in firewood for 
the winter. Bes ides all this 
work, s he made time in that 
busy season to visit family 
and friends, often going away 
for a week at a time. 

Sept.·Dec .. 2008 
In the end, the fall was a 

busy time for the farmer, but 
he didn't take all the work too 
seriously: 

"Now, good people of East 
Meredith and vicinity. have 
patie nce withyoul" [local 
newspaper] correspondent, fOI" 
after the threshing season is 
over I will try and get down to 
business again and report all 
your doings before they get 
musty or stale. But just now 
this enormous crop ofbuck
wheat (straw) has got to be put 
111 the bin. After this is done 
you and your sisters, your 
cousi ns and your aunts will 
receive my undivided attention." 
Delaware Cou.nty Dairyman, 
September 30, 1898 . ~ 

Before gas engines, 
threshing machines 
were often powered by 
horses on a. treadmill. 
You can see why 
threshers were an 
expensl:ue piece of 
equ.ipment. 
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